Morristown Town Council
Regular Meeting
March 9, 2016
I. Call to Order:
President David Benefiel called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Members present were William White, Ralph Henderson, Larry Tracy, and Kristi Langkabel.  Others present were Sue Keaton, Clerk-Treasurer and Mark McNeely, Town Attorney.

II. Approval of Minutes and Claims:

The minutes were approved as written on a motion by William White, 2nd by Ralph Henderson. Claims were approved on a motion by Larry Tracy, 2nd by William White.

III. Old Business:

Representatives of H. J. Umbaugh & Associates presented reports on the financial stability of both the municipal water company and the municipal wastewater utility. Their report indicated both are in good condition for the coming year. Funds are available to meet current obligations.  When the town begins looking to expand the water utility then a further rate review will be necessary.

Robert Lewis, County Health Officer, gave a brief slide show of his findings at Watertower Trailer Park. Photos included pot hole filled streets, empty trailers, and trash on empty lots.  Robert noted management does not notify residents properly concerning water problems and does not issue “boil” reports when necessary. Mr. Lewis informed the Council that Steve Allen is a new State Health Inspector, in training, and he will try to inspect the Park as soon as possible. Discussion centered on what the Town was legally able to do about the situation. Residents of the Park commented that the management does not live on site but is in Shelbyville most of the time. The Council concluded the water supply system needs a complete overhaul or replacement. Samples will be taken by the town at various locations within the Park.  It was suggested, during the discussion, that the residents of the Park band together to demand resolution of the problems at the park.   Mark McNeely will notify the owner of the Park and strongly request he appear at the next Council meeting, along with the Park Manager to discuss the next steps to remedy this situation. Larry Tracy moved the Owner be notified that if he does not appear at the next meeting the Park be declared a public nuisance under the statute, within 10 days. William White 2nd the motion and the vote was unanimous.  The Council was 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Re  minded the Town has the authority to perform necessary work and place a lien on the property.

Attorney Greg Graham, representing the Tree House Project, contacted Mark McNeely about annexation of the property into the Town of Morristown.  Mr. Graham will file the fiscal plan and the petition to annex at the same time. He further noted he will be responsible for posting the public notice and publication in the Shelbyville News.  Tony Nicholson will get with Wessler to sign a contract for the sewer and water lines. Property owners told the Council they have agreed to the full installation of the sewer line back to the intake facility.

IV. New Business:

Bobby Huber, owner of 209 E. Johnson Street House reiterated he’s plans for repairing the house but the work had not been done. After a lengthy discussion his request for an extension of the 90-day compliance period was denied. He stated he would attend the next Council meeting to report on improvements.

It was noted the Planning Commission will meet on March 23, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. here at the Municipal Building.

Ralph Henderson and Kristi Langkabel brought up the one year warranty on the Fire Station Building. Mr. Henderson had B & B Energy inspect the radiant heat installation and many faults were found. On a motion by Kristi Langkabel and 2nd by Larry Tracy Mr. McNeely was requested to send a certified letter to the builder requesting the appropriate repairs be made by a qualified company. The motion carried.

A request from Mr. Howell, Principal of Morristown Jr.-Sr. High School requesting permission for an ongoing student project improving the appearance around town. This year’s project will center on the Park and on a motion by Larry Tracy and 2nd by Ralph Henderson the motion passed.

V. Legal:

Nothing additional to report.
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VI. Police:

Marshal Henry Albrecht informed the Council the new radar was about ½ installed. When it was mentioned that the local DNR officer had moved into one of the offices the council agreed that any such move must have prior approval of the Council.

The Marshal ask about a set clothing fund for the police department. After discussion of the pros and cons Larry Tracy moved the current policy continue with requests made to the Clerk-Treasurer as needed. Ralph Henderson 2nd and the motion passed.

VII. Clerk-Treasurer:

Nothing additional to report.

VIII. Water, Waste, and Streets:

After a brief discussion about a new truck. William White moved the truck be purchased from Hubler, price quotes reviewed at March 9, 2016 meeting. A Ford for $29,999.00 and Ralph Henderson 2nd the motion. Motion carried.

Cody Cory informed the Council a test well can be drilled on the town property for $5,600.00 to a depth of 100 feet and an additional charge for each foot after that. The charge for closing the well will be $400.00. William White moved this be done, Ralph Henderson 2nd the motion and it passed.

The Council was informed that 2 of 5 sections in the Old Fire Station were complete.

Larry Tracy moved the meeting be adjourned, all seconded the motion and it was passed.


______________________________________David Benefiel, President

______________________________________ Date

______________________________________ Sue Keaton, Clerk-Treasurer

______________________________________ Date
