TOWN OF MORRISTOWN
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2016
I. CALL TO ORDER:
Following the Pledge of Allegiance Council member David Benefiel was sworn in for a new term by Town Attorney Mark McNeely. Members present were William White, Ralph Henderson, David Benefiel, Larry Tracy, and Kristi Langkabel. Others present were Clerk-Treasurer Sue Keaton and Town Attorney Mark McNeely. Nominations for officers was opened and member William White moved the officers remain the same as 2015, 2nd by member Kristi Langkabel and the motion carried.

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND CLAIMS:
Members Larry Tracy moved and Ralph Henderson 2nd the motion that the Minutes of the December 29, 2016 Special Meeting be approved. Discussion was held as to the designation Special Meeting but as this meeting was not at the regular scheduled date it would be considered a Special Meeting. The motion carried. Members Larry Tracy moved and Ralph Henderson 2nd the minutes of the January 11, 2016 Executive Session be approved as written and the motion carried. Claims were reviewed and on a motion by Ralph Henderson and 2nd by Larry Tracy were approved.

III. Old and New Business:
David Finkle of Shelbyville discussed the operation of the Strand Theater as a community volunteer project. He described his position and manager of volunteers. The Strand books a variety of shows and programs and the hard work that goes into making the theater a success. He was most informative.

Mary Atkins of Wessler Engineering presented the Council with an overview of their contractual arrangements with the Town and Larry Tracy moved to renew and continue the contract with Wessler. Member Ralph Henderson 2nd and the motion was passed.

Dia Walker of Bee’s Knees Landscape Company presented a contract for 2016. The Council expressed appreciation for her work in 2015 and on a motion by Member Larry Tracy, seconded by Member Ralph Henderson the Council approved a contract for the 2016 year at a cost of $2,688.00. 

IV. BID OPENING:
One bid was received for the Kyle property. The bid was advertised as unbuildable and the bidder, Steve Bridges, proposed a shed be built on the property. Following discussion on the appropriateness of such a move after it was advertised as unbuildable Member William White moved the action be tabled, Member Larry Tracy 2nd the motion and it was passed. Next steps concerning the property will be researched and reported back to the Council. No formal bids were received for the former bowling alley property.

V. CLERK-TREASURER:
On a motion made by Member Kristi Langkabel and seconded by Larry Tracy the Council moved to again award each town employee $2,000.00 from Racino Funds to be placed in their health savings account. This included the two (2) employees currently not enrolled in the Town insurance plan.

A bill in the amount of $    for consultation by Don Roberts, former Clerk-Treasurer was presented for payment and Member Larry Tracy moved it be accepted, Member Kristi Lankabel 2nd and the motion passed.

The meeting schedule for the Council and all Boards was presented and will remain the same as 2015 with the exception of the Redevelopment Commission which will move their meeting time from 6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Approved on a motion by Member Kristi Lankabel, 2nd by Member Larry Tracy. A copy will be sent to the Shelbyville News and posted outside the Town Hall. 

VI. LEGAL:
Attorney Mark McNeely informed the Council the Freudenberg TIF is completed and in place. Attorney McNeely suggested tree house project land be considered for a TIF if annexed and Wessler Engineering will look at sewer/water line extension to the property. He also noted the Redevelopment Annual Report is complete and he has forwarded a copy to the State. It will also be included in the Gateway Report required of the Clerk-Treasurer.

Mr. McNeely presented his contract for 2016 noting that most activities remain the same with the exception of 3rd party billing. The Town will pay for 3rd party expense with an addition of a surcharge for Mr. McNeely’s work. Also in Paragraph 5 each party is given opportunity to terminate the contract with a thirty (30) day notice. Member Larry Tracy moved to accept the contract, Member William White 2nd and the motion passed.

A sample community rental agreement will be ready for the Councils next meeting.

With funding low for improvements Member Larry Tracy moved the Dodd’s Hall project be postponed. Member William White 2nd the motion. Following brief discussion about a variety of possible actions the motion passed. The contractors were thanked for their work and it was noted the bid deposit checks would be returned to them. Member Dave Benefiel suggested the Council have the gymnastics program director attend the next meeting to discuss potential actions at Dodd’s Hall.

VII. POLICE:
No sale on the old police car at this time.

Marshal Albrecht commented the doors at the Fire Station had all frozen shut during the cold spell, except for the red door.

VIII. WATER AND WASTE:
The department requested new first aid kits for the vehicles and offices. Member William White moved and Member Henderson 2nd a motion to purchase up to five (5) kits at a cost of no more than $40.00. The motion passed.

Member William White moved, Member Ralph Henderson 2nd the meeting be adjourned. The vote was unanimous. 
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