TOWN OF MORRISTOWN
BOARD MEETING
AUGUST 13, 2008

The Morristown Town Council met in regular session August 13, 2008 at 7p.m.  All members were present. President Bill White called the meeting to order. Pledge of allegiance.  Council member Dave Benefiel moved to accept minutes as written.  Council member Harry Justus 2nd. 3 ayes. 0 nos. Clerk Treasurer Tom Reber stated into minutes that the meeting is audio recorded.
OLD BUSINESS
1. Water Rate Hearing – Town Attorney Jennifer Messer reported the ordinance concerning the water rate increase has been published in the paper.  Christina Horan, a representative from Umbaugh, was present to explain the increase.  Horan reported the town’s cash balance is declining and the town should have two months operations in the funds. The town is in debt $70,000.  The increase will occur in two phases. The first phase will begin September 2008 at a 20% increase.  The second phase will begin September 2009 at a 10% increase.  This increase is low compared to other towns. Council member Benefiel moved to conclude water rate increase hearing. President White 2nd. 3 ayes. 0 nos. 
2. Annexation – Ron Nolan, a representative from M.D. Wessler, was present to answer and explain questions from concerned citizens. Mr. Nolan answered a question in regards to the reason certain areas were not annexed in Phase I.  Areas have to be annexed in compliance with state statute which requires 1/8 of the boundary must be contiguous.  Town Attorney Messer stated citizens could refer to Indiana code 36-4-3-1.5 to read the restrictions of property annexation. 
Citizens also wanted to know why the areas were being annexed.  The properties being annexed contain industries that are beneficial to the town. Phase II & III will begin in 2010 because annexation cannot be done a year before a federal census. It was also questioned if neighborhood associations would be affected.  Attorney Messer stated no. There are also no current plans to annex Blue River Trails.  Annexation was not originally purposed by the town, but was asked for by surrounding companies.  This will be greatly beneficial for the town and the companies being annexed.  For example, K.B.I. would now be able to expand if they wish.
3. Ladora Talbert asked the board about the process for demolition of a house she may or may not purchase. The council stated demolition would be similar to the bowling alley otherwise is she is the owner she would have to make sure she complies with proper procedure.
4. Integrity Metals Design Plan - Mary Atkins, a representative from M.D. Wessler, was present to propose a new plan for extending the water line plan east of Industrial Drive and to allow Integrity Metals to install right away.  
Council Member Benefiel motioned to pass.  President White 2nd. 3 ayes. 0 nos.
Final plans will be given to the Planning Commission. 
Atkins also suggested mapping out the system and making a proposal for the cost.
Council member Benefiel moved to have a proposal made. President White 2nd. 3 ayes. 0 nos. 
A Wastewater Pretreatment Program can be done to comply with ordinance and avoid violations.  
Council Member Benefiel motion to move forward with M.D. Wessler. President White 2nd. 3 ayes. 
0 nos.
NEW BUSINESS

1. Bowling Alley – Council members read over quotes given for demolition of the bowling alley.  See attached quotes.  Council agreed that contractor is to only do the demolition process and is not to fill and level slope in the back.  Town employees will do that with our own materials.  President White suggested the job be given to West.  Council member Benefiel moved to accept West as contractor of the demolition.  Council Member Justus 2nd. 3 ayes. 0 nos. 
Town Attorney Messer informed contractor that original owners of the bowling alley would like to take out sentimental pieces, and a vendor needs to remove his machines before demolition begins.  Messer will contact these individuals. Marshall Albrecht stated that dumpsters will need to be removed 15 days after completion to avoid violations.
2. County field check on overpass on 500 E. from IDEM.  This will be moved forward on.
POLICE BUSINESS

1. Deputy Marshall Trittipo is at Rifle School this week.  He will be participating in a few other classes.  
2. Albrecht and Trittipo have switched police cars.  Equipment is being moved around. 
3. DARE program at the middle school starts soon. Marshall Albrecht will do this program during kids’ health class one day a week for ten weeks. Albrecht will be doing program with 5th graders at Southwestern and Morristown second semester.  He will be at Triton in October one day a week on his days off. He will also, with the help of the fire department, be teaching CPR to 7th graders at Morristown.
4. Marshall Albrecht reported that the state will not pay for a crosswalk on Main St. downtown.  If the town wishes to pay for it, the state can distribute necessary paperwork. The construction of the crosswalk by the school has begun, and the school is responsible for monitoring on school days. 
5. Marshall Albrecht reported there is one community service worker weeding on Tuesdays.
6. Marshall Albrecht asked for a clothing allowance for police uniforms at $500 per year per officer.    Council member Benefiel moved to accept.  Council member Justus 2nd. 3 ayes. 0 nos.
CLERK TREASURER REPORT

1. Clerk Treasurer Tom Reber reported an employee wishes to use FMLA benefits.  Attorney Messer will look into FMLA regulations.  President White motioned to let Messer handle.  Council member Benefiel 2nd. 3 ayes. 0 nos.
2. Reber has a situation with a returned check.  He has contacted Apsley.  Marshall Albrecht stated he can run a check deception report.  
3. Bungee has decided that they do not want a lunch-wagon on their property that local citizen wanted to set up.  Citizen has asked if it would be allowed to set up on town property.  Attorney Messer advised against this due to liability.  Citizen can get permission from Detroit Steel if they choose.
4. Reber represented Fund Reports for July.  Vouchers to be signed after meeting.
5. Reber met with DGLF August 1st.  The June balance is updated.  Budget for 2009 to be presented at meetings September 10th and 24th.  2008 budget not complete due to DGLF not giving final approval.
6. Casino money is the same ratio as Shelbyville.  
7. Overpayment that auditor took from the TIFF check will be repaid from the town sewer fund. Council member Benefiel moved to accept.  President White 2nd. 3 ayes. 0 nos.
LEGAL BUSINESS
1. Town Attorney Messer reported she and Clerk Treasurer Reber have been working together on problems concerning past bills.  Messer advised if the past due amount is under $50 to not pursue it in court, but to just keep the water deposit and let it be.  
2. Ordinance concerning exotic animals is in process.  Will be brought to next meeting.
3. A letter advising citizen of tall shrubbery on Wastewater Rd. will be sent out.
LICENSE BRANCH
1. No report.
MISCELLANEOUS
1. Council member Harry Justus asked who is responsible for trash pick up at the park.  CGS dumps containers by restrooms; the rest is for the town employees to handle. 
2. Marshall Albrecht reported fallen copula is gone.  Possibly stolen or mistaken for trash and picked up. 
Council member Dave Benefiel moved to adjourn meeting.  President White 2nd. 3 ayes. 0 nos.
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